
 

 

Shortage of Behavioral Health Resources Means Many Californians  
Can’t Get the Treatment They Need  

Californians with behavioral health care needs struggle to find the treatment they need.  
• Almost one quarter of adults with a mental illness are unable to receive the treatment they need  

— a number that has not improved over the past decade. 
• California has a massive shortage of mental health and substance use disorder treatment 

professionals, and access to behavioral health care varies drastically depending on the county. 
• A report published by the RAND Corp. found that California has a shortfall of more than 7,500 beds 

for people with behavioral health needs. Residents in 24 of California’s 58 counties have no  
in-county access to acute psychiatric hospital services. 

• Nearly half of children and adolescents are not able to get the mental health services they need.  
  

Hospitals are on the front lines of the mental health and substance use disorder crisis in California.  
• One-third of all inpatient hospitalizations and one-fifth of all emergency department visits involve 

patients with behavioral health disorders. 
• Hospital emergency departments are the primary place people go when in crisis. Due to a lack of 

alternatives to emergency departments and post-hospital care options, an estimated 750 patients 
remain in California hospitals on any given day despite being medically ready for discharge. 

 
To address California’s behavioral health crisis, strategies must mirror those in primary care — where the 
goal is to prevent illness and provide the right care in the right setting. 

• The state is investing billions to create comprehensive services for people with all levels of behavioral 
health needs. California must focus on prevention, early intervention, and community-based services 
to help those in need avoid hospitalization, incarceration, conservatorships, and institutionalization. 

• Californians should support Proposition 1 in March to better meet growing behavioral health needs 
through investments in housing and treatment settings, as well as greater partnership with counties. 

https://mhanational.org/sites/default/files/2022%20State%20of%20Mental%20Health%20in%20America.pdf
https://www.kff.org/mental-health/issue-brief/a-snapshot-of-mental-health-and-access-to-care-among-nonelderly-adults-in-california/
https://www.chcf.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/BehavioralHealthIntegrationBlueprint.pdf
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rand.org%2Fpubs%2Fresearch_reports%2FRRA1824-1-v2.html%23%3A%7E%3Atext%3DKey%2520Findings%26text%3DCalifornia%2520faces%2520an%2520estimated%25201.7%2Cand%2520Southern%2520San%2520Joaquin%2520Valley.&data=05%7C01%7Ckbarlow%40calhospital.org%7Cf62e8a325b3e41f3b30808dbb61e056a%7C27a14bf02cbf48cb9e8c758653aa88df%7C1%7C0%7C638304012294460937%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Leifs5vuI2fVDTwXv%2Bg3qr9TEl01jXimM1EMb11H1ug%3D&reserved=0
https://www.kff.org/report-section/kff-cnn-mental-health-in-america-survey-findings/
https://hcai.ca.gov/visualizations/inpatient-hospitalizations-and-emergency-department-visits-for-patients-with-a-behavioral-health-diagnosis-in-california-patient-demographics/
https://hcai.ca.gov/visualizations/inpatient-hospitalizations-and-emergency-department-visits-for-patients-with-a-behavioral-health-diagnosis-in-california-patient-demographics/
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.ca.gov%2F2023%2F10%2F12%2Fgovernor-newsom-puts-historic-mental-health-transformation-on-march-2024-ballot%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdsimon%40calhospital.org%7C0bfcb7bb6d434c0cc18a08dbda675315%7C27a14bf02cbf48cb9e8c758653aa88df%7C1%7C0%7C638343909564218171%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DXaep0l84VFRVGWNTC3nepc51yZjfqxlAwhZHAPWa14%3D&reserved=0

