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September XX, 2025

The Honorable Gavin Newsom
Governor, State of California
1021 O Street, Suite 9000 
Sacramento, CA 95814

SUBJECT:	SB 596 (Menjivar) – Request for Veto 

Dear Governor Newsom:

[HOSPITAL NAME] is deeply committed to ensuring access to high-quality health care for our community. Every day, we staff beyond the required minimum number of nurses to ensure adequate staffing for breaks, outages, unexpected surges in patient volume, and changes in patient acuity. 

Senate Bill (SB) 596 would impose new requirements on hospitals’ on-call nurse staffing lists. The proposal, as currently written, would disrupt our current staffing processes and increase costs — without any benefit for patients. [HOSPITAL NAME] opposes SB 596 because: 

· [Explain the impact this bill’s increased staffing requirements would have on your labor expenses, particularly for time that is compensated at more than the base hourly rate – CHA has developed guidance to assist in these calculations.] 

· [Explain how the bill’s requirements conflict with existing collective bargaining agreements and scheduling systems, if applicable.] 
 
· [Explain how the bill’s requirements for uniform on-call lists impede your ability to have the appropriate specialty nurses on call for each shift/unit.]  
 
For years, [HOSPITAL NAME] has worked to ensure compliance with staffing requirements in a way that best meets our patients’ needs. SB 596 would undermine these efforts and reduce our ability to provide the care on which our patients rely. This would only compound the significant challenges [HOSPITAL NAME] faces: [Explain the headwinds you are facing, whether sweeping federal cuts to Medi-Cal, Office of Health Care Affordability spending caps, seismic costs, increased workforce and supply costs due to inflation, etc.]. 

Hospitals need flexibility to staff appropriately for their patients — not new mandates that increase costs, reduce efficiency, and take critical resources away from patient care.

For these reasons, [HOSPITAL NAME] respectfully urges your veto of SB 596.

Thank you for your consideration. If you have any questions about [HOSPITAL NAME]’s position, please contact [name and email – please note that the governor’s office requests that the point of contact be available during the entire signing period (now through Oct. 13) and able to answer questions].

Sincerely,
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