
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
June 18, 2026 

 
The Honorable Akilah Weber Pierson, MD 

Chair, Senate Health Committee 

1020 N Street, Room 3310 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

SUBJECT:  AB 2194 (Valencia) as amended June 15, 2026 — OPPOSE  

 
Dear Senator Weber Pierson:   

 

A longstanding hallmark of the Medi-Cal program is the ability for a county to establish a dedicated 

commission to oversee the provision of Medi-Cal managed care services to its residents. This model — known 

as a county organized health system (COHS) — enables participating counties to promote quality care, 

efficiency, and accountability in a manner that is tailored to local needs. Elected county supervisors, who are 

included in every current COHS commission, serve a unique role in fulfilling this promise by providing a 

broader level of community representation and responsiveness that cannot be replicated by other participants. 

 

That’s why the California Hospital Association (CHA), on behalf of nearly 400 hospitals and health 

systems, and the Hospital Association of Southern California (HASC), oppose Assembly Bill (AB) 2194, 

which would permanently remove the two Board of Supervisors seats from the Orange County COHS 

commission and replace them with appointed health and social services county officials.  

 

Unlike other COHS commission appointees who represent specific industries or narrower constituencies, 

county supervisors represent a broad range of stakeholders and provide a crucial outlet for local engagement 

and accountability. Given the unprecedented threats to the Medi-Cal program and health care safety net as a 

result of the One Big Beautiful Bill Act and related federal Medicaid reforms, the need for stable, balanced, and 

locally accountable COHS governance has never been greater. Now is not the time to reduce local oversight or 

further distance the Orange County COHS commission from the Medi-Cal beneficiaries and stakeholders it 

serves. If enacted, AB 2194 would set a troubling precedent that could be replicated in other counties, 

undermining the foundational principles of the COHS model.  

 

For these reasons, CHA and HASC request your “NO” vote on AB 2194. 

 

Sincerely,  

     

Vanessa Gonzalez      Sara May 

Vice President, State Advocacy     Regional Vice President, Orange County 

        Hospital Association of Southern California  



 

 

 

cc: The Honorable Avelino Valencia 
 The Honorable Members of the Senate Health Committee 
 Margarita Niemann, Consultant, Senate Health Committee 

Joe Parra, Health Policy Consultant, Senate Republican Caucus 
 


