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January 15, 2026

The Honorable Buffy Wicks

Chair, Assembly Appropriations Committee
1021 O St., Suite 8220

Sacramento, CA 95814

SUBJECT: AB 1113 (Gonzalez) — Oppose

Dear Assemblymember Wicks:

At a time when hospitals are operating under unprecedented strain, maintaining patient access to care is
vital to the health and well-being of our communities. With the lifesaving care that Californians rely on
already at grave risk, policies that would reduce the capacity of health clinics threaten to exacerbate
systemwide stress rather than relieve it.

That’s why the California Hospital Association (CHA), on behalf of nearly 400 hospitals and health
systems, opposes Assembly Bill (AB) 1113, which would create an unworkable spending mandate for
a narrow list of services. This bill threatens the financial stability of health clinics and would create
additional challenges for the health care safety net to ensure access to care for patients.

Health clinics, which provide crucial health care services and timely access points that reduce emergency
department visits and inpatient admissions, are essential partners in the care continuum. When health
care clinics are strained, the negative effects ripple throughout the entire health care ecosystem.
Undermining clinics’ stability will inevitably disrupt the health care safety net and lead to longer wait
times for patients, reduced access to care, and poorer health outcomes, particularly for low-income, rural,
and medically underserved populations.

These concerns are compounded by the impacts of the One Big Beautiful Bill Act (OBBBA) Pub. L. 119-
21,139 Stat. 72 (2025) and related federal policy changes, which are already creating significant funding
instability and operational uncertainty across the health care sector. Additional state actions that would
weaken health clinics or impact their financial viability will only amplify these challenges.

For these reasons, CHA requests your “No” vote on AB 1113.

Thank you for your consideration and for your continued commitment to the health of our communities.
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Sincerely,
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Mark Farouk
Vice President, State Advocacy

cc: The Honorable Mark Gonzalez
Honorable Members of the Assembly Appropriations Committee
Allegra Kim, Consultant, Assembly Appropriations Committee
Joe Shinstock, Consultant, Assembly Republican Caucus
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